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assembly, which, although it is styled in the Rolls of Parlia-
ment a Parliament, and seems to have transacted the usual
legal business of the terminal sessions of parliament, was more
properly a Great Council. No attempt was made in it to raise
money, but it was probably arranged that a grant should be
asked for in the Michaelmas session. With this view writs were
issued on the 3oth of September and on the 1st of October Cor
an assembly which should have the power of taxing the whole
nation for the war with France.

The first writ issued is, according to ancient precedent (above,
p. 153), addressed to the Archbishop of Canterbury. He is
directed to attend on the Sunday after Martinmas at West-
minster, and is ordered to premonish the prior of his cathedral
and the archdeacons of the diocese to present themselves in
person, and the chapter of the cathedral by one, the parochial
clergy by two, sufficient proctors. The machinery of repre-
sentation of the clergy, which had the year before been used
to create a distinct assembly, is now consolidated with that
of the parliament. The Archbishop of York has a similar
summons, to assemble his clergy, not at York but at West-
minster ; and the several bishops receive their writs direct
from the crown, as in the former summons to parliament, not
through the archbishop, as in the case of the provincial convo-
cations ; the same day the abbots and priors are summoned.
On the ist of October the writs are issued to the baronage. On
the 3rd of October the writs to the sheriffs are dated ; and by
these each sheriff is directed to return two knights elected by
the counties, and two citizens or burghers for each city or
borough within his shire.

By these writs of summons a perfect representation of the
three estates was secured, and a parliament constituted on the
model of which every succeeding assembly bearing that name
was formed.

. At the session in November the aid demanded was discussed
Iby the three bodies separately. The baronage and knights of